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Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen, for being here. It’s a pleasure for me to be back in
Syria. President Obama and Secretary of State Clinton are committed to comprehensive peace in
the Middle East and that includes peace between Israel and Palestinians, between Israel and
Syria, and between Israel and Lebanon. And it also includes the full normalization of relations
between Israel and the Arab states. Syria certainly has an important role to play in all of these
efforts, as does the United States and the international community, and that was the topic of our
discussion today. President Al Asad and | and our colleagues also discussed the full range of
serious issues related to the United States-Syria bilateral relationship. This is my third meeting
with the President and | look forward to building on the positive relationship we have formed to
make tangible progress on our effort toward peace and on the bilateral relationship between the
United States and Syria. | look forward to returning in the near future. Thank you very much,
ladies and gentlemen.
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